
Chapter 31

POLICE*

Art. I. In General, §§ 31-1—31-17
Art. II. Reserved, §§ 31-18—31-26

ARTICLE I.  IN GENERAL

Sec. 31-1.  Com po si tion. 

The department of police shall consist of a chief and such other personnel as the city council, on the
recommendation of the city manager, may deem necessary for the protection of the lives and property of the
citizens of the city and the proper enforcement of state laws and city ordinances and resolutions.  (Code
1959, § 25-1)

Sec. 31-2.  Ap point ment and term of chief. 

The city manager shall appoint a chief of police, whose term of office shall be at the pleasure of the city
manager.  (Code 1959, § 25-2)

Sec. 31-3.  Du ties of chief gen er ally. 

Subject to the supervision and control of the city manager, the chief of police shall be in direct charge of
the police department.  As such he shall see that the ordinances of the city are duly obeyed and enforced.
He shall exercise a general supervision over the police force, and require its members to discharge their
duty.  (Code 1959, § 25-5)

Sec. 31-4.  Ap point ment and term of other per son nel. 

The city manager shall appoint such other personnel as by action of the council may be deemed necessary
to properly enforce the state laws and city ordinances and resolutions and protect the lives and property of
the citizens of the city.  (Code 1959, § 25-3)

Sec. 31-5.  Du ties of po lice men gen er ally. 

It shall be the duty of the police force to endeavor by all legal means to enforce the laws of the state and
the ordinances of the city, and further to perform such other acts and duties as may be necessary for the
preservation of peace, health and good order. 

Sec. 31-5.1.  Off- duty em ploy ment of po lice of fi cers.

As authorized by Section 15.1-133.1 of the Code of Virginia, police officers will be permitted to engage in
off-duty employment which requires the use of their police powers.  The chief of police shall adopt
reasonable rules and regulations for off-duty employment and all off-duty employment shall be performed
in accordance with such rules and regulations.  (Ord. No. O-92-278, 9-8-92)

*Charter reference—Police department, § 39.
Cross references—Ambulance, Ch. 5; animal warden, § 7-1; bicycles, Ch. 10; motor vehicles and traffic, Ch. 25; offenses, Ch. 27;

alarm systems, § 27-96 et seq.; taxicabs, Ch. 37.
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Sec. 31-6.  Retention of records. 

All records required to be kept by any person doing business within the city for inspection by the police
department or any other law enforcement officer shall be retained by such person for a period of one year;
provided, however, that pawnbrokers shall keep their records for a period of two (2) years. 

Sec. 31-7.  Dis posal of un claimed prop erty in the pos ses sion of the po lice de part ment.

As provided in Sec. 15.1-133.01 and Sec. 15.2-1719 of the Code of Virginia, the Lynchburg police
department is hereby authorized to (i) dispose of unclaimed personal property in its possession at public
sale or (ii) to retain such property for use by the police department.  As used in this section “unclaimed
personal property” shall be any personal property belonging to another which has been acquired by a law-
enforcement officer pursuant to his duties, which is not needed in any criminal prosecution, which has not
been claimed by its rightful owner for a period of more than sixty (60) days and which the state treasurer
has indicated will be declined if remitted under the uniform disposition of unclaimed property act.
Unclaimed bicycles and mopeds may be disposed of in accordance with Sec. 15.2-1720 of the state code.
Unclaimed firearms may be disposed of in accordance with Sec. 15.2-1721 of the state code.

Prior to the sale or retention for use by the police department of any unclaimed item, the chief of police, or 
his duly authorized representative, shall make reasonable attempts to notify the rightful owner of the
property, obtain from the attorney for the commonwealth in writing a statement advising that the item is
not needed in any criminal prosecution, and cause to be published in a newspaper of general circulation in
the city once a week for two successive weeks, notice that there will be a public display and sale of
unclaimed personal property.  Such property, including property selected for retention by the police
department, shall be described generally in the notice, together with the date, time and place of t he sale
and shall be available for public viewing at the sale.  The chief of police, or his duly authorized
representative, shall pay from the proceeds of the sale the cost of advertisement, removal, storage,
investigation as to ownership and liens, and notice of sale.  The balance of the funds shall be held by the
police department for the owner and paid to the owner upon satisfactory proof of ownership.  Any unclaimed 
item retained for use by the police department shall become the property of the city and shall be retained
only if, in the opinion of the chief of police, there is an legitimate use for the property by the police
department and that retention of the item is a more economical alternative than purchase of similar or
equivalent item.

If no claim has been made by the owner for the property or proceeds of such sale within sixty (60) days of
the sale, the remaining funds shall be deposited in the general fund of the city and the retained property
may be placed into use by the law-enforcement agency.  Any such owner shall be entitled to apply to the city 
within three years from the date of the sale and, if timely application is made therefor and satisfactory
proof of ownership of the funds or property is made, the locality shall pay the remaining proceeds of the sale 
or return the property to the owner without interest or other charges or compensation.  No claim shall be
made nor any suit, action, or proceeding be instituted for the recovery of such funds or property after three
years from the date of the sale.  (Ord. No. O-97-217, 10-28-97)

Sec. 31-8.  Dis tinc tive uni form.

The chief of police shall cause to be designed and shall adopt a distinctive uniform with appropriate
insignia and badge for the use of the city’s police officers.  Such uniform shall be worn by police offices on
uniformed assignment and by other officers when appropriate and at such other times as the chief may
designate.  (Ord. No. O-01-125, 6-26-01)

Sec. 31-8.1.  Wear ing of same or simi lar uni forms or badges by other than po lice of fi cers.

(a)  When an official uniform and insignia have been adopted by the chief of police no security guard,
private investigator or detective, conservator of the peace, special police officer or other person in the city,
shall wear the uniform, badge or patch used by the police department or any uniform of similar appearance
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or bearing an insignia or markings similar to a police officer’s uniform.  The chief of police shall approve the 
uniforms, badges and patches worn by or issued to security guards, private investigators or detectives,
conservators of the peace or special police officers prior to the wearing of such uniforms, badges and patches 
in the city.

(b)  Any per son vio lat ing the pro vi sions of this sec tion shall be guilty of a class 1 mis de meanor.  (Ord. No.
O- 01- 125, 6- 26- 01)

Secs. 31-9—31- 17.  Re served.

ARTICLE II.  RESERVED*

Secs. 31- 18—31- 26.  Re served.

*Editor's note—Ord. No. O-81-266, § 1, enacted Nov. 10, 1981, repealed Art. II, §§ 31-18—31-26, containing provisions relative to
special policemen.  Former §§ 31-18, 31-19, and 31-23—31-25 were derived from Code 1959, § 25-4(a) and §§ 31-20—31-22 and 31-26
were presumably derived from provisions adopted at the time of initial codification (Sept. 23, 1980).
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